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SUBJECT: SCHMIDT DEFENDS OSTPOLITIK, ATTACKS STRAUSS 

1 . FORTY-FIVE MINUTE SPEECH BY FRG CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT HIGH- 
LIGHTED MASSIVE SPD RALLY IN NUERNBERG SEPTEMBER 12. FOLLOWING 
ASPECTS OF HIS SPEECH WERE NOTEWORTHY. 

2. SCHMIDT CITES FORD PRAISE. SCHMIDT TOLD CROWD THAT SPD'S 
CHIEF CAMPAIGN THEME "MIDEL GERMANY” IS SOLIDLY BASED BECAUSE 
IT IS BASED ON COMMENT PRESIDENT FORD MADE TO SCHMIDT DURING 
ONE OF LATTER'S VISITS TO WASHINGTON. ACCORDING TO SCHMIDT, 
PRESIDENT FORD CHARACTERIZED FRG AS A MODEL OF POLITICAL 

AND ECONOMIC STABILITY. SCHMIDT UNDERLINED FACT THAT ALTHOUGH 
IT WAS A "CONSERVATIVE” WHO SAID THIS, IT WAS AN HONEST 
CONSERVATIVE UNLIKE STRAUSS AND HIS ILK. 

3. OSTPOLITIK/DEUTSCHLANDPOLITIK. SCHMIDT PUT FORTH THESIS 
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PROPOSING TOWARD GDR ARE FRAUGHT WITH DANGER. IF FRG 
BORDER GUARDS RESPONDED IN KIND EACH TIME THEIR GDR COUNTER- 
PARTS OPENED FIRE, THIS COULD LEAD ULTIMATELY TO WAR, AND 
GERMANS KNOW HOW WARS TURN OUT. COALITION'S OSTPOLITIK AND 
DEUTSCHLANDPOLITIK, WHICH ARE BASED ON NEGOTIATION AND 
REDUCTION OF TENSION, REPRESENT ONLY VIABLE ALTERATIVE TO SUCH 
A CONFLICT. 

4. STRAUSS. SCHMIDT ATTACHED CSU CHAIRMAN STRAUSS THOUGHOUT, 
SUGGESTING THAT STRAUSS WAS REACTIONARY AND DANGEROUS. SCHMIDT 
EVEN RECALLED PERIOD OF EARLY SIXTIES WHEN STRAUSS WAS "FIRED" 

AS MINDEF FOR "LYING TO THE PARLIAMENT." 

5. COMMENT: NUERNBERG IS LARGEST SPD STRONGHOLD IN BAVARIA 
AND RALLY THERE WAS BIGGEST SPD CAMPAIGN EFFORT HERE TO DATE. 
CHARTERED BUSSES BROUGHT SPD MEMBERS FROM THROUGHOUT BAVARIA 
TO THE RALLY, BUT BULK OF 30,000-ODD SPECTATORS CAME FROM 
NUERNBERG AREA. EXAGGERATED NATURE OF SCHMIDT'S ATTACKS ON 
STRAUSS MAY BE INDICATIVE OF SERIOUS CONCERN ON PART OF SPD 
CONCERNING ELECTION OUTCOME IN BAVARIA. 

GILMORE 
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